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What is Distance Education?   

Definition:   

St. Luke’s College defines Distance Education as “A virtual classroom that utilizes 
technologies such as the internet, open broadcast, microwave, fiber optics, 
wireless communication, satellite etc. to deliver instruction to learners who are 
physically separated from the instructor.” 

 

What types of Distance Education Courses are offered? 

Distance-delivered Courses:  Courses in which all or the vast majority (typically 
75% or more) of the instruction and interaction occurs via electronic 
communication, correspondence, or equivalent mechanisms, with the faculty and 
learners physically separated from each other. 

 

Hybrid/blended delivery courses:  An instructional delivery method which 
combines the face to face delivery and distance delivery formats. 

 

Is Distance Education for me? 

Flexible learning such as online and hybrid courses are not suited to all 
learners.  It is important to recognize one's strength and weakness as a learner to 
assess if online learning is a good fit.  If you are a student considering an online or 
hybrid course, please use the available tool included in this Distance Learning 
Guide.  This tool is also available on the St. Luke’s College website through the 
following link:   Online Learning Evaluation 

 

 

 

http://www.stlukescollege.edu/filesimages/Admissions/OnlineLearningEvaluation.pdf
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What skills and technical requirements do I need to be successful in a 
Distance Education Course? 

Computer Skills: 

Online learning also requires an established set of online skills.  St. Luke's College helps students expand 
that knowledge through orientation, but the basic ability to use email, the computer and familiarity with 
online searches and tools is essential.  As a student participating in online courses, it is expected that 
you have basic computer skills.  If you do not have these skills, your success in Distance Education 
courses may be impacted.   

Email:  

All St. Luke’s College students are provided with a college issued email account.  Students are expected 
to utilize their St. Luke’s College email account for all course communication.  

St. Luke’s College email can be accessed through links available on the St. Luke’s College website 
www.stlukescollege.edu   or through the following link:  https://webmail.ihs.org  

For account security, UnityPoint Heath Information Protection protocol requires that users reset their 
password used to access their student email account every 180 days.   Passwords can be reset through 
the “Email Password Reset” link on the quick links section of the St. Luke’s College website, 
www.stlukescollege.edu or through the following link;  https://xen.ihs.org    

UnityPoint Health Password policy requires the following requirements when setting passwords:   

• Minimum of 8 characters 
• Minimum One upper case letter 
• Minimum One lower case letter 
• Minimum of One Number 

Minimum Computer/Equipment Requirements: 

Required equipment including hardware and software, speakers, microphones, webcams, etc. are the 
responsibility of the student.  
 
 Suggested Computer Ancillaries: 

• Current operating system  • Presentation Software  
• Word Processing Software  • Speakers  
• Spreadsheet Software  • Current and up to date virus protection  

 
Internet Browser Support: 

• Internet Explorer latest version  • Safari version latest version  
• Google Chrome latest version  • Firefox latest version  

 
Internet Connection: 
Access to high speed connection such as Cable, DSL, or Satellite is recommended  
 
 

http://www.stlukescollege.edu/
https://webmail.ihs.org/
http://www.stlukescollege.edu/
https://xen.ihs.org/
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Learning Management Systems:   

A Learning Management System (LMS) is a software application platform used for the administration, 
documentation, tracking, reporting and delivery of education courses or training programs. 

 

CAMS:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Luke’s College currently utilizes the CAMS Learning Management System to deliver course content 
for Distance Education and Hybrid Courses.   

Students are provided with a login ID and password to access the CAMS Student Portal.  The student 
portal is accessible through the current students section of St. Luke’s College website or via the 
following link:    

https://cams.unitypoint.org/SIO_Student/login.asp   

Upon enrollment in courses at St. Luke’s College, students are required to complete Student Portal 
tutorials to orient them to the CAMS Learning Management System.  These tutorials include: 

• SLC Student Portal Overview 
o Introduction to CAMS, how to access and login, navigating the home screen, editing 

student information, changing portal password, obtaining assistance 
• SLC Navigating the Student Portal 

o Utilizing available functions such as news, calendar, document tracking, course 
offerings, class schedule, billing and financial aid, grades and transcripts  

• SLC Course Management 
o Course information such as announcements, documents, hyperlinks, textbooks 

• SLC Student Portal-Assignments, Course Communication and Online Testing 
o Uploading and submitting assignments, viewing graded documents, discussion forums, 

email, taking and submitting online tests 

https://cams.unitypoint.org/SIO_Student/login.asp
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Netlearning:      

 

 

St. Luke’s College also utilizes the Netlearning Learning Management System as a tool to deliver 
important College wide information to students, complete Faculty, Course and Clinical evaluations, and 
complete any UnityPoint Health system wide training.   

Netlearning requirements are communicated to students via their St. Luke’s College email account.   

 

 

 

Available Student Services for Distance Education Students: 

 
All student services available to a student in face-to-face courses are also available to students in 
distance education/hybrid courses.  Communication can occur through the use of phone or email.  
Participation in live on-campus events is also available upon request. 

Please refer to the St. Luke’s College handbook  at www.stlukescollege.edu or consult with a St. Luke’s 
College Student Services representative for additional information regarding available services 

 

 

http://www.stlukescollege.edu/
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Learner Expectations and Requirements: 

 

St. Luke’s College has developed learner expectations and requirements  to provide information 
regarding the components and minimum requirements involved in traditional face to face, hybrid and 
distance delivered courses 

 

The following Learner Expectations and Requirements apply to ALL courses offered by St. Luke’s College 
via either face to face, hybrid or distance delivered formats:   
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In addition to the expectations and requirements listed above, the following expectations and 
requirements apply to courses offered by St. Luke’s College through a distance education or hybrid 
delivery format:   
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Technical Expectations and Requirements: 

 

In addition to learner expectations and requirements, St. Luke’s College has also developed technical 
expectations and requirements that it will follow to ensure adequate technology resources for our 
students.   

The following Technical Expectations and Requirements apply to ALL courses offered by St. Luke’s 
College via either face to face, hybrid or distance delivered formats:   

 

 

 

In addition to the expectations and requirements listed above, the following expectations and 
requirements apply to courses offered by St. Luke’s College through a distance education or hybrid 
delivery format:   

 

If you have any questions about the Distance Education Course Guide or need additional information, 
please contact Micky Ouellette, Educational Technology Specialist at 712-279-3273 or by email at 
micky.ouellette@stlukescollege.edu  

 

 

 

St. Luke’s College will review and update this course guide on an annual basis or as otherwise needed 

mailto:micky.ouellette@stlukescollege.edu

